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Words, pictures and maps: Online resources for Earth Sciences 
 

Websites 
BGS Maps Portal (http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/maps/home.html) 
This portal allows online viewing of generations of BGS maps, starting in the 
1830s for the whole of Great Britain. You need to click through to individual 
map sheets then use the ʻView Mapʼ option at the base of the table.  
 
Discovering Geology (http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/home.html) 
A range of BGS resources aimed at non-specialists but useful for a range of 
activities. The Geology of Britain Viewer 
(http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html?) is a useful tool for 
previewing geology in areas you work in or visit. 
 
Scottish Geology (http://www.scottishgeology.com/) 
A site maintained by the Scottish Geodiversity Forum (anyone can join the 
Forum). Introductory level materials and regional and site-specific information. 
 
BRITICE (https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/geography/staff/clark_chris/britice) 
Chris Clark manages this academic site, which has a great deal of information 
about the ice sheets that covered the British Isles during the Quaternary. 
 
Scottish Natural Heritage (http://www.snh.gov.uk/about-scotlands-
nature/rocks-soils-and-landforms/) 
The landing page for SNH links to different aspects of Scotlandʼs geodiversity, 
the non-living aspects of the natural world (rocks, soils, fossils, minerals and 
landforms). The Ice Age landforms section is grand for identifying various 
features you may encounter on the hill. 
 

Apps 
iGeology (Android and iOS) 
A location-driven version of the BGS Geology of Britain Viewer with similar 
features. A 3D version also exists but Iʼve never used it. 
 
Field Move Clino (Android and iOS) 
A free geological mapping tool developed by Midland Valley and used on the 
surveys of the North Face of Ben Nevis. Although aimed at geologists, it does 
have a good compass, Satnav and clinometer system, which can be useful. 
 
mySoil (Android and iOS) 
Another BGS app that provides information about soils. 
 
MoorSIGHTS (Android and iOS) 
Part of a suite of apps developed for the Peak District Moors but a useful 
guide to natural and human sites in the uplands. 
 
 


